Physical environmental features needed to support a multi-cat environment (Sarah Ellis, university of Lincoln)

	Physical feature/resource
	Importance
	Examples
	Implementation

	Place of safety – may be used for sleeping, resting, hiding or vigilance
	Feeling safe and having the opportunity to control social interactions allows cats to minimise social stress
	Boxes, perches, cat trees, cat beds, base of cat carriers
	- Enclosed spaces should have more than one entry/exit point so cats cannot become stuck inside by another cat blocking the entry/exit

- There should be at least as many safe places, sized to hold a single cat, as there are cats in a household
- Multiple safe places should be in areas separated from each other

	Food and water
	Reducing competition for food and water reduces the potential for a cat to view others as a threat
	Bowls of wet food, dried food, puzzle feeders, water fountains, water bowls
	Each cat should have its own feeding bowl/feeder
- Each cat’s food should be physically separated from the other cats

- Multiple places for drinking opportunities physically separated in space should be available

	Toys
	Cats need opportunities to express predatory behaviour. Without ample opportunity, cats can direct such behaviour onto other cats, potentially causing stress to the recipient cat
	Ping pong balls, toy mice, wand toys
	Play with each cat individually and out of sight of other cats, giving each cat dedicated play time
- There should be a selection of toys distributed throughout the house ensuring each cat has access to toys

	Communal scent
	Cats of the same social group will allo-rub as well as over-rubbing the physical environment to create a colony scent
	Cloth/glove rubbing, pheromone diffuser
	- Stroking each cat within the environment while wearing gloves or using a cloth can create a communal scent
- The communal scent can then be distributed throughout the environment by rubbing it on furniture and jutting corners of the walls at cat head height

- Pheromone diffusers can saturate atmosphere with the synthetic version of facial pheromones helping to promote feline harmony


